RULES for PUBLIC USE of FACILITIES

PURPOSE and SCOPE
The Johnsonville, Spout Springs, and Barbecue areas are rapidly growing in population.  To assist in an effort to accommodate the growing number and size of local groups, the fire station facilities at Spout Springs Emergency services are available for periodic and special gatherings.  The rules that follow are in place to ensure a reasonably safe environment for all those who may elect to use the facility.

AVAILABILITY of FACILITES
1.  The station facilities may be used by the public for community oriented meetings, e.g. Lion’s club meetings, homeowner association meetings, etc.

2.  This department must remain impartial, therefore religious or extremist groups will not be considered for use of these facilities.

3.  There must be Department personnel available to act as a host for any facility use.

4.  Facility use must not conflict with any training or other scheduled Department function.

APPLICATION for FACILITY USE
Interested groups or organizations must apply to the Fire Chief for approval to use station facilities at least 2 weeks in advance. The Fire Chief will contact the group spokesperson within 3 days of the application as to the status of the request.

RULES for USE

The following rules apply when using the station facilities:

1.  Department Personnel

a.  Prior to confirmation, it must be established that at least one Department Member will be available to act as host, and remain throughout the entire time the facility is being used by the public.

b.  If it is necessary that any apparatus be moved, there will be at least one Department Driver/Operator present at the beginning and at the end of the gathering to do so.  These arrangements should also be made prior to confirmation.

2.  Children

a.  No children allowed on the premises, unless under the direct supervision of a parent at all times

b.  No children allowed in the weight room, operations room, or bay areas, unless with the parent and escorted by fire department personnel

c.  No running within the station facility *

*  No running within the station facility applies to adults, as well as children

3.  Department personnel will not be responsible for setting up the facilities for the gathering.  Any special requirements, e.g. early access to the facility, extra chairs, tables, etc. will be coordinated through the Fire Chief prior to the gathering

4.  The kitchen is available for use; however each group must bring their own supplies, e.g. coffee, snacks, cooking ingredients, etc.

5.  Fire department personnel will not be available to cook or serve food at any gatherings, except on a pre-arranged and volunteer basis

6.  Guests will park at the extreme left of the parking lot (as seen from facing the back of the station), if there are 15 or less vehicles.  When the expected number of vehicles is greater than 15, park all the vehicles in the lot next to the station grounds.  There will be no parking in the front parking area, on the front or rear aprons, or that may block responding personnel, vehicles, or apparatus

7.  Firefighters entering the station grounds with “red” response-lights on have the right-of-way

8.  The group is responsible for any clean up, to include emptying any trash cans used

9.  The group is responsible for re-arranging any furniture to its proper order

10.  In the event of a fire call the guests will remain in the training / meeting room, and will refrain from entering the bay area.  If already in the bay area, guests will remain where they are, unless directed to move by Department Personnel.  This is for the safety of all those present.

11.  ABSOLUTELY NO FIRE ARMS, ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES, OR GAMBLING is allowed.

E.  GROUP RESPONSIBILITIES and LIABILITIES
1.  Any group that uses the fire station facilities is responsible for any damages or injuries that are incurred by its members in attendance, if they are not in accordance with the above-stated rules

2.  Any damages to the facility, or its contents, that is caused by a group, or its members, and any repairs and / or replacements required, is the responsibility of the group using the facility.
